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But Randolph the Chaplain hath kept his concubine for ten
years or more; and, though often rebuked, he persisteth in-
corrigibly. The parish clerk is continent and honest,
(p. 170.) Ashburton. They say that the Vicar beareth
himself well and honestly in spiritual matters, and they know
naught of mortal and hidden sin1.
(p. 194.) Branscombe. They say that Thomas, their Vicar,
beareth himself well in all things and preacheth willingly,
and visiteth the sick, and doth diligently all that pertaineth
to his priestly office. Of the clerk and the other parishioners
they know naught but what is good and honest.
(p. 296.) Chapel of Norton, in Newton St Cyres. The jurors
say that, in the time of Master William de Staneweye, who
formerly held this chapelry to farm2, the Rector of Newton
was wont to find a Chaplain who, every Sunday, was ac-
customed to read the Gospel to the parishioners of the
chapelry of Norton, to sprinkle holy water, and to distribute
holy bread3, to sing Mass each Wednesday and Friday, and
to celebrate a full service for them at Christmas and Easter;
and to hear their confessions in Lent and likewise baptize
their children; but in the last days of the aforesaid William
all these things aforesaid were withdrawn, until the time of
the present fanner, who hath restored all except that the
Gospel is not read to them, nor have they holy bread or
water as of old; in which matter they beg for succour.
(p. 337.) St Mary Church. The parishioners say that,
until the days of the present Vicar, they were wont to main-
tain the Chancel in all things and to be immune from paying
tithe for the restoration of the church; but the present Vicar,
though he maintained! not the Chancel, yet receiveth the
tithe and compelleth them to pay. Item, they say that Agnes
1 The sidesmen were bound to testify as to the morals not only of the ckrgy
"but also of the parishioners.
1 A church or chapelry might not be formed oat to a layman, but they were
frequently formed ont to clerics j e.g. the monks of Norwich Cathedral thus let out
then* appropriated churches in the city.
3 Panem bmedieium, the Eukgi* of the Greek Church and the Fate &taf <rf
the modern French church: see JD. Rock, ChwrA of wr Fathers, r$o$, TO!, j.
p* no and voL IV. p, 314.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